Secretary’s Report 2007
A chairde
While I sit here and start to reflect on another years work as secretary within the club, the most immediate feeling I have is of sadness when I think about the death of John Quinn, who represented Boho St Fabers with distinction in the 1960’s and 70’s,  and Fermanagh at senior level. John was, by all accounts, a really classy footballer. His match winning performance in the 1965 JFC final is the stuff of local legend.  John’s passing will be remembered with much sadness by our members and our prayers rest with his friends and family and we hope they manage as best they can.
Following our AGM last December, some two days later we found ourselves enjoying the first class hospitality of Tom and Catherine McGowan in the Old Log Cabin at the launch of our club history.

It was a pretty special night for an exceptional publication, Derrygonnelly Harps and Boho St Fabers, A History.  This was a huge task which was undertaken by Brendy, Eamon Greene, Master Farrell and myself.  It has been very enjoyable experience and our club can be extremely proud of the end product, a wonderful book which will hopefully be enjoyed for years to come.
Our new chairman suffered ill health at the end of 2006 and this hampered his involvement in the early term of his chairmanship. He still managed to exert some influence, but we were delighted later on when he was back at full throttle.  Nevertheless the first major task the club had to undertake was to formulate our application to the Sports Council and were it not for the Trojan work of Kieran Daly, Master Farrell, Donal Corrigan, Brendan Rasdale, John Mc Govern, Garry Smyth and others then we would not have had our hat in the ring for grants.  While no money was made available, we are indebted to those men for their work and our end product is a sports development plan which we can be justifiably proud of.

Business in 2007 commenced with the first County Board meeting in early January.  Pat McGurn was elected to the county board as Youth officer and has fulfilled his role exceptionally well.  Congratulations Pat and we wish Pat every continued success. The club was also represented on the CCC. One advantage of this was that at least we knew what was going on within competitions etc quicker than might otherwise have been the case. In fairness, the committee had a pretty decent year overall and, by and large, avoided major controversy or criticism.
At January’s Club meeting, it was the scenario that our Senior Management duo of Mick and Brendy had decided to step down as managers, having given their full commitment for the previous three years.  We were extremely grateful to both Mick and Brendy for their efforts and they were wished well.  A sub committee was set up to source new senior managers and get Junior managers sorted out.  This was a difficult task and one which took up many evenings, some of which were difficult enough, frankly, for both Garry Smyth and myself.  Indeed it wasn’t until mid-February that Francis Ward agreed to manage the team and Brendy’s conscience got the better of him so he returned to act as trainer. We are indebted to the work of both Francie and Brendy and thank them for their work with our senior team this year.
It was a disappointingly average year for the seniors who started well in the league and remained in the hunt for a league final spot until well past the mid way stage of the league.  Our first Championship outing against the Gaels ended in a draw, despite dominating the game for so long but the replay was the highlight for me this year of our senior campaign, with a gritty and determined performance which put the Gaels to the sword. Desire won that game.  Unfortunately the wheels came off the wagon against Teemore, when their blanket defence system combined with a wet pitch meant the Harps never got motoring.  The league petered out with disappointing displays at home to Lisnaskea and Roslea, plus away to the Gaels and Belcoo. The desire shown by quite a few of the side never seemed to be the same after the Teemore game.   But the team are aware that they can produce big displays. Anyone looking at the scene in our county realises that Derrygonnelly, with the age old combination of effort, (which comes from desire) luck and lack of injuries, could win silverware, and I wish them all the very best. 
Under the guidance of Aidy Leonard, once again our Junior A’s reached the league final for the third year in a row and fifth in the last six. Despite a replay defeat to Roslea in the championship, the Harps returned to Lisnaskea’s pitch and produced a gripping, gritty and determined performance to pip Roslea by a point in the league final.  Barry McGrath accepted the trophy as team captain and the delight on Aidy Leonard’s face said it all.  I would like to congratulate the players who stood up to be counted when it mattered most and sincerely thank Aidy for all his work not only this year but throughout the past three years when he landed a Junior championship in 2005 and has added the league title to it now. He has been an excellent manager, fulfilling a very important role in our club.  Thanks also to team sponsor John Doogan who provided meals for all teams but particularly for rearranging a special night and meal for the Junior A team due to their league final clashing with the Eddie Duffy and Mick Hoy Traditional Music Festival.
The Junior B’s under the leadership of Damien McGovern competed more strongly this year with, admittedly, a smaller squad to pick from.  It’s a great achievement for a rural club like the Harps to field a third adult team, and other bigger clubs would do well to follow our example. The county Board agreed to our proposal for an Erne Cup division 4 league trophy to be played for and in a novel final pairing it was the Harps ‘B’ team who faced the Tempo ‘B’ team.  It was really all one way traffic with the Harps coasting to victory, but for Damian McGovern it was a great competition as it gave the lads something realistic to play for and we hope now that they can move on and compete in division 3 next year. Vince Foy accepted the “trophy” as team captain.  I congratulate the players (all 43 or so of them) on their achievement and Damian McGovern for keeping our Junior B team in existence. Only Damien knows how he did it!
More recently we entered an U-21 team in the Fermanagh U-21 league and were paired with St Pats, Erne Gaels and Derrylin in our league section.  Sincere thanks to Pat McGurn and Mick Glynn who have trained this team and I wish them the very best of luck in their league play-off against Belleek this Sunday in Garrison at 2pm.

On the social end of things, a small function was held in Castle Hume Golf Club at the end of March with proceeds going to Marie Curie and Trocaire, two worthwhile charities who each received £500 due to the generosity of our members and the club. Sincere thanks are due to the social committee of Gavin Duffy, Garry Smyth and all others involved for their efforts in organising the social night which went very well. 
I’m sure Niall Smyth will outline the Youth Achievements and activities generally in a year when all teams competed well in their respective competitions, silverware was gained and we look forward to our presentation night in Tir Navar tomorrow evening at 8pm sharp.
Sunday Morning Football was once again, another success.  Thanks to all coaches who gave up their time.  Special thanks to Peter Jones and Pat Gallagher who drove the bus for our youngsters on Sunday Mornings and to Raymond Magee who ferried our underage teams around the county and beyond!
We extend our sincere thanks to our club referee, Pat McGurn.  This is an area where I feel we have been too reliant on the likes of Pat McGurn and Jimmy Feely over the past few years and the need to recruit new referees within our club is of paramount importance now.  It has been a tough year for refs in some games, but thankfully we can reflect on a pretty trouble free year, in terms of team / member discipline. Our managers, club officials and players behaved appropriately and avoided any entanglements with authority. 
The Ladies had a very mixed year.  Under the leadership of Kevin Dundas and Dessie Burns, they competed well in their league but failed to make any challenge for silverware. Many thanks to the two men for their efforts. Congratulations must go to Adele Gallagher who was a member of the Fermanagh Senior team who were crowned Suzuki national football league division 4 champions.  Jimmy Feely and myself took on the U-14s and U-16’s teams this year and they competed in their league well, the U-14’s getting to a division 2 league final.  There is a great underage team there now who are mad keen to play football. Thanks to the parents of the girls who ferry them to training and whose support was much appreciated.  Thanks to Aine Burns and Imelda McGovern for their work in the administration side to the Ladies this year, as they attended numerous county board meetings for the ladies and kept things ticking over.
On the Grounds and Development side, there were really two main issues discussed throughout the year.  Firstly with the floodlights, can now see the light!  Eamon has completed his work on the floodlights and credit must go to Donal Corrigan for his steady, patient approach in getting the issue ironed out once and for all.  

Secondly with our recent news from the Sports Council came the realisation that what we want and what we are actually going to be able to afford to build are two different things!  The coming months should prove busy for the grounds and development committee as they go back to the drawing board to see what solution can be reached in terms of dressing room provision.  I must thank Donal Corrigan and other members of the Grounds and Development committee for their endless dedication to the cause and for their hours of hard graft put in behind the scenes.  Thanks are also due to Siobhan and Gerald Maguire and family for their excellent work around the clubs facilities.  There is no doubt that the Maguire family are maintaining the high standards set by Gerard Cox.

Kieran’s report next will outline in detail, the current financial affairs of the club over the last year.  I’ll leave it to the expert on figures to tell us how we’re looking.  Thanks must go to all out team sponsors – Cassidy Eggs, The Knockmore Bar, Doogie’s Bar, McBriens EuroSpar, Nicola Cassidy, The Casson, Mc Connell and Dundas, Lenas Hair Salon and Dermot Leonard, plus businesses who sponsor our pitch-side banners, or supported our club history, or have helped out with the production of our current charity fundraiser the club calendar.
The Lotto has developed a little more with new teams being established and a smaller number of pubs to rotate around. This has meant that teams are not on duty quite as frequently as had previously been the case. As usual, our top sellers keep us afloat, with special mention to Mary Cox for her phenomenal efforts. I would hope that we could encourage more sellers to come on board this year.  If a seller sold as little as ten lottos a week, that would be an extra £500 for the club roughly over the year. Any amount would be great basically!
We competed in the Senior Scor competition in Solo Singing and the Instrumental areas.  The Maguire Family should be thanked for competing so well and also thanks to Francis Rasdale for his efforts in keeping the tradition of Scor alive in the club. 

I wish to thank all members who have helped out in any way throughout the year. I particularly wish to thank all committee members, managers, coaches, gatemen, umpires, linesmen, scoreboard keepers and lotto teams. These are the people who keep the whole thing ticking over and we are all indebted to their efforts.  I wish to thank Kieran for helping me in so many ways, and for teaching me a lot about the ins and outs of running a successful club.   
I want to thank Adrian McGovern and Donal Corrigan for chairing meetings during Hugh’s ill health. I also wish to thank sincerely our Chairman Hugh, for all his help and support this year and for his fresh enthusiasm and ideas into ways to move our club forward.  He is a man who will give an honest assessment on anything you ask – and usually ends up speaking to you on the phone for over an hour!!  Hugh, the work which you have done so far has been fantastic and I wish you the very best this year as Chairman. I think we should all get a grant from the Irish Sports Council to the tune of about £1500 quid a year, given the level of our collective performance and contribution to Irish society. God I wish I was one of those poor ill treated inter county footballers or hurlers. 
It has been a fairly hectic year for me, numerous meetings about meetings were attended and this year I realised how important it is for any club to have people willing to help out – Volunteers are vital for the healthy management of any club.  It’s physically impossible to do everything yourself and very easy for others to point out your failings.  I am very lucky that within Derrygonnelly Harps, there are many people willing to give up some of their time, ideas and advice to help others. Can you think of any way to strengthen our club? Even someone who might do a single task a few times a year and no more? Talk to him or her!
The Harps are and have always been what a Gaelic club should be: well rooted in their parish, but open to and inclusive of anyone who wishes to help out.
I look forward to another successful year for the Harps and look forward to your continued support.
Go raibh míle maith agaibh

Anita Rasdale

